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The EGTC Rhine-Alpine welcomes the European Commission’s High-Speed
Rail Action Plan as a major step toward strengthening rail as the backbone of
European mobility and decarbonisation. We strongly support the goal of a viable
and coherent European HSR network that ultimately connects all capitals and
bigger cities.

At the same time, expansion of high-speed corridors must not come at the
expense of capacity for freight and regional passenger services—particularly
along Europe’s busiest logistics corridors, such as the Rhine-Alpine route as
part of the newly merged North Sea — Rhine — Mediterranean Corridor in the
TEN-T. Regional passenger services are important to connect passengers as
fast as possible with the HSR network and their final destination. Thus,
investment in the expansion of railway infrastructure and capacity is urgently
needed. The first and most urgent step is the consistent removal of bottlenecks
in the rail network. This refers to the still existing cross-border bottlenecks, as
well as to inland bottlenecks especially in urban nodes, where limited capacity
hampers long-distance, regional, and freight traffic alike.

The expansion of rail infrastructure is not a sprint but a marathon that requires
long-term, secured funding. In addition, it is essential to ensure stable and
sufficient financial resources not only for new construction, but also for the
maintenance and renewal of the existing network. We welcome the ambition
reflected in the proposed €51.5 billion CEF envelope, unlocking private capital
will be essential to meet the investment need by 2050. Finally, we see a need
for deeper cooperation between rail actors, local, regional and national
authorities to ensure seamless integration of long-distance and local mobility
systems, enabling high-speed rail to deliver its full economic, social, and
environmental value across Europe.

In the North Sea — Rhine — Mediterranean corridor, many well-functioning high-
speed connections already demonstrate the clear added value of investments in
this field. It is crucial, however, that the existing and already congested network
is not simply filled with additional services, and that the EU’s plans are backed
by reliable long-term funding so that words are followed by concrete action.
Furthermore, while north-south-connections are in many cases already existing.
There is a lack of east-west connections within the newly merged corridor. The
EGTC Rhine-Alpine will continue to accompany this process constructively and
advocate for balanced, future-proof rail development along the corridor.





